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t^MAfUCS/ARGUMENTS 

According to the 03/3 1/2005 Office action, which is considered Final, claims 1-13 are pending in 
this application. Claims 1, 3-8, and 10-13 stand allowed in that Office action, claim 2 stands 
rejected, and claim 9 stands objected to. The present amendments cancel claims 2 and 9. Also, 
claim 3 is amended herein to address an apparent lack of clarity of terms noted upon final review 
of the claim. 

As to claim 2, it is noted ihar the Patent Office has maintained that the Roethel et al. U.S. Patent 
Application No. US2001/0032860 Al (" '860 application") anticipates claim 2 because, inter 
alia* **. . - the piece B [of the *860 application] can be construed as the front of the apparatus and 
therefore a side-accessed front piece as recited in claim 2." (from page 3 of 3/31/2005 Final 
Office action) This reasoning appears related to a point of view that "front" is one of the sides of 
an phject. Although Applicant is canceling claims 2 and 9 to advance this application to issue, 
Applicant nonetheless maintains that the specification clearly distinguishes the present invention 
from front-accessed devices such as those in the >S60 application. Specifically, the '860 
application clearly teaches a from-accessed cup dispenser, and does not teach a side-accessed 
front piece as taught in the present invention. 

As to claim 3, it was observed upon review that the phrase in part a.4., ", and that comprises cup 
retaining means to retain and dispense cups from said cup dispensing unit" may lead to 
confusion because, in accordance with similar usage, such as in claims 2 and 8, the term "cup 
retaining means" comprises the flexible material in pan b.2. Thus, if not amended as shown 
herein, this may lead to confusion. Also, the article before "access port" in part b.t. is amended 
from "an" to "the" xo properly refer to the access port of part a.3. These amendments thus result 
in greater clarity as to the elements in the claim, do not narrow the present claim, and are not 
made to overcome a patentability-based rejection. Consideration and entry of this amended 
claim 3 is respectfully requested. 
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The March 31 , 2005 Office action indicated lhat claims I, 3-8, and 10-13 are allowed- Claim 3 
is amended herein, and claims 2 and 9 are cancelled. A Notice of Allowability is respectfully 
requested for the application, for claims I, 3-8, and 10*13 as provided herein. 
The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if clarification is needed on any aspects of this 
Amendment/Response, or if the Examiner believes a telephonic interview would expedite the 
allowance of the pending claims of the subject application. 


Respectfully submitted 



Josejfn Fischer 

Patent Attorney, Registration No. 51,210 
(Customer No. 29,847) 
Mailing Address and Phon e/Fax numbers : 
Beusse Brownlee Wolter Mora & Maire, P.A. 
390 N. Orange Avenue, Suite 2500 
Orlando, FL 32801 
Telephone: 407-926-7727 
Fax: 407-926-7720 
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